COMMUNITY NEWS
Provided by: Tucker Crime Prevention Unit of the DeKalb Police Department
___________________________________________________________________
SAFETY NEWS and EVENT NOTIFICATION      ___________________________________________________________________

2010 CENSUS
To raise awareness and motivate residents to participate in the 2010 Census, DeKalb County Commissioner Connie Stokes is organizing Census Caravans and a Census Night Out in March. The caravans are being used as a tool to reach hard to count areas. Each participant will be responsible for decorating their own vehicle; decals will be provided, but they must be returned at the route’s end. 40-50 vehicles are expected to participate and police/fire personnel will escort the caravans. Neighborhoods interested in hosting a Census Night Out, where elected and census officials will visit selected neighborhoods, need to sign up on-line at www.conniestokes.org, E-Mail conniestokes@co.dekalb.ga.us, or call 4.371.3053. 

CARAVAN:   Decatur/Lithonia/Stone Mountain Route

DATE:          Saturday, March 27, 2010

TIME:           11:30A.

START:        Everest Institute, Wesley Chapel Rd.    
END:            Wade Walker Park, Rockbridge Rd.

CENSUS NIGHT OUT: Communities and Apartment Complexes

DATE:         Thursday, March 25, 2010

TIME:           5:00-9:00P

The DeKalb County Local Census Office 5 is located at 474 Memorial Dr., Suite A, Stone Mountain, Ga. 30083.  Website address: www.2010census.gov
COUNTERFEIT $100 BILLS 
According to information from Sun Trust Bank, an increase of $100 counterfeit bills has been seen in the metro Atlanta area recently. It is recommended that you hold the bill up to a light to check for the following:
-   A second Benjamin Franklin face should be located to the right of the Benjamin Franklin face 

    in the center of the bill. 

-   A vertical line to the left of the Benjamin Franklin face in the center should read $100, not $5.

-  The green coloring of the 100, printed on the lower, right hand side of the bill should be shiny 

    print.  
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FORUM
DATE:                           Wednesday, March 31, 2010

TIME:                            7:00P.

LOCATION:                  Berean Christian Church, 2201 Young Rd., Stone Mtn. 30088

MILD WEATHER SCAM
Flowering trees, Income Tax, and scam artists all arrive in the springtime. In addition to the well known gypsies like the Irish Travelers, local scam artists are also knocking at your door trying to get you to part with some of your money. One possible scam that has been brought to my attention recently deals with magazine subscriptions. There are different variations, one of which     involves magazine subscriptions that supposedly will be sent to the troops overseas.
I’m including a condensed version (due to the length of the original) of the correspondence forwarded to me that shows how this possible scam works. 
“… I was in my back garage working on a project. A young man walked up the driveway and introduced himself as a high school baseball team player. He told me he was the grandson of the people that live a couple of doors down from me. He solicited me for a donation to his baseball team and asked me to select a magazine subscription. …insisted that I donate generously and would not take no for an answer. He asked if I would like to have my windows cleaned, cars washed, and leaves blown. I said yes. … He asked me if he came back later to clean my windows if the neighbors would see and call the police. …I swallowed his story, hook, line and sinker. I wrote this fellow a check with the understanding that he would return the next day to work. Nobody showed up to work the next day… Now, I’ve become very disturbed about the whole episode. This charming young fellow really fooled me. I’m concerned about his interest in my windows and the questions he asked about my neighbors watching my house.” 

Solicitors are required to have a Solicitor’s Permit in DeKalb County. Girl Scouts can sell cookies without one and there will always be people who will go door-to-door soliciting donations for various charities.  The best way to avoid becoming the victim of a scam artist is to simply say no to a stranger who asks you for money.  If it is a cause that you would like to donate to, contact the organization or charity directly.          
VOLUNTEERS HONORED

Betty and Mike Efird were honored for their volunteer work by the Stone Mountain Woman’s Club. For the past 11 years, Betty and Mike have chaired and assisted, respectively Pride Rings in Stone Mountain’s (P.R.I.S.M.) annual Holiday Appreciation Luncheon for DKPD’s Tucker and Center Precincts, City of Clarkston, City of Stone Mountain, and Georgia Perimeter College police officers. PRISM also provides gift baskets for firefighters in these areas. Betty is a member of the International Affairs Department of the Stone Mountain Women’s Club, and a volunteer for DeKalb Clean and Beautiful. She and Mike both volunteer in the Dial Heights Civic Association, Forest Wildlife Sanctuary in Clarkston, and the Firefighters Rescue Reserve. They are certified in emergency response and volunteer many hours at DeKalb County Fire Services Headquarters and Warehouse. Betty is an active gardener and Mike enjoys woodworking projects. Thank you Betty and Mike for your outstanding volunteer service to your community and DeKalb County!        
AGGRESSIVE DOGS
Soon we will be spending more time outdoors. Encounters with aggressive dogs and other animals will be greater than in the colder months. Some information regarding dog bites have been excerpted here from www.dogbitelaw.com. 
- There were 74.8 million dogs in the U.S. in 2008.

- Dogs bite nearly 2% of the U.S. population…more than 4.7 people annually. 

- 800,000 dog bites, 1 of every 6, require medical attention.   

- An American has a 1 in 50 chance of being bitten by a dog each year.  
- The number of FATAL dog attacks in the U.S. is increasing- 17 in the 80’s and 90’s; 30 in 
   2009.  

- 50% of the bites occur on the dog owner’s property.

- 77% of biting dogs belong to the victim’s family or a friend.

- Children are the most frequent targets, the median age is 15, but BOYS aged 5-9 have the 
   highest incidence rate. 

-  77% of injuries to children, who are under the age of 10, are facial injuries; they also endure  
    the most severe injuries.

                            TEN MOST DANGEROUS DOG BREEDS 
1.   Pit Bulls (I know they are not a specific breed, just quoting from the source)
2.   Rottweilers

3.   German Shepherds

4.   Huskies

5.   Alaskan Malamutes

6.   Doberman Pinchers

7.   Chow Chow

8.   Presa Canario

9.   Boxer

10. Dalmatian (surprised?)

-  SOURCE: Pets Do, Pet Resource and Community

DISCLAIMER:  I’m not expressing any opinions; I’m just providing information that is easily     accessible to the public. 

In 2007, according to www.dogbitelaw.com, Georgia ranked second in fatal dog attacks with 4. Texas ranked number 1 with 7. However, in 2008, no fatal dog attacks were reported in Georgia. Texas and 5 other states each had 2 fatal dog attacks reported.   
ARREST- A suspect was arrested in connection with the sexual assaults in the Hambrick Road/Stone Mountain Corridor.   
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